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Masks don’t control the spread of respiratory viruses. How
do we know? 

1. Widely studied and accepted prior to 2020. 
2. Studies in favor of masking are shockingly weak. 
3. Oceans of data from past 18 months - if masks worked
we would see it. But we don’t. 

Details follow.

Pre-covid, the fact that masks are not effective for controlling the spread of

respiratory viruses had been well-studied for decades and the near-unanimous and

completely uncontroversial conclusion was that they don't help.

Here is May a 2020 CDC meta study of RCTs that concludes there is no benefit of face

masks for controlling influenza: 

Nonpharmaceutical Measures for Pandemic Influenza in Nonhealthcar…
Pandemic Influenza—Personal Protective Measures

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/5/19-0994_article

Fauci knew masks didn’t work back in early 2020, as did the CDC and WHO. 
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Was mask-wearing pointless after all? Fauci must be forced to answer
Did we ever need masks? It’s a touchy, complex question. People may not want to
learn that millions of us covered our faces for 15 months for no good reason, after
all. But asking the questions is ex…

https://nypost.com/2021/06/06/was-mask-wearing-pointless-after-all-fauci-must-answer/

Here is a more comprehensive list of studies of mask effectiveness, much but not all

of it from the pre-covid period. 

Are Face Masks Effective? The Evidence.
An overview of the current evidence regarding the effectiveness of face masks.

https://swprs.org/face-masks-evidence/

On to the second main point of this thread - the studies that mask advocates put

forward to show that masks do work are just incredibly weak.

In this tweet I review one that was promoted vigorously last summer as "proof" that

masks work. It is such obvious garbage - case rates going up and down in parallel

with general population - how does something like this even get printed? 
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Charles Brewer
@charlesbrew

The Moment I Knew Health Authorities Were Lying 

In August of 2020 this article appeared in the WSJ

Face Masks Really Do Matter. The Scientific Evidence Is Growing.
Face masks are emerging as one of the most powerful weapons to fight 
the novel coronavirus, with growing evidence that facial coverings help …

wsj.com

10:27 PM · May 22, 2021
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Then there were the two hairdressers in Missouri who failed to infect their clients.

Couldn't possibly be any other reason for that besides the masks, right!? Seriously,

this is one of the most cited pieces of "research" in favor of masks. 

Absence of Apparent Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from Two Stylists...
This report describes absence of SARS-CoV-2 transmission at a hair salon when
the stylists and their clients adhered to the community’s and company’s face-
covering policy.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6928e2.htm

More examples of studies in favor of face masks here. Again, this is all just shockingly

weak. Cherry picking dates. Ignoring background trends and other confounding

factors. Weak, weak ... pathetic.
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• • •

Are Face Masks Effective? The Evidence.
An overview of the current evidence regarding the effectiveness of face masks.

https://swprs.org/face-masks-evidence/#f-studies-claiming-face-masks-are-effective

Finally, we have just been through 18+ months of a huge variety of masking

behaviour and mandates. There are oceans of data. There is every opportunity for the

efficacy of mask wearing to show itself in the data. But it has resoundingly failed to do

so.

This, to me, is the most powerful evidence of all that masks make no difference. If

they made a difference, WE WOULD BE ABLE TO SEE IT by now.

This has been vividly captured in innumerable graphs by @ianmSC , @OBusybody ,

@MarkChangizi , @The_OtherET and others. Here are some of my favorites. First,

the south: 

IM
@ianmSC

From Western Louisiana to eastern South Carolina is over 
1,000 miles. But because they & their neighboring states 
are in similar climate regions, their hospitalization curves 
are the same. Despite totally different mask mandate 
timing or just not having one. 

Just doesn’t matter.

8:07 PM · Feb 12, 2021
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Next the amazingly consitent pattern through the great plains states despite radically

different mask policies: 

Omnipotent Moral Busybody
@OBusybody

SEASONALITY 

5 states, almost perfectly lined up with similar size & 
characteristics. 

From north to south, initial peak gets smaller while the 
current case count gets higher. 

Nature is more powerful than mandates or mitigations.

7:28 PM · Jan 22, 2021
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A study showing no correlation between mask use and covid spread. Correlation does

not imply cause, but causation without some correlation is vanishingly unlikely. 
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Mark Changizi
@MarkChangizi

Masks don't work, have many harms, and you don't have a 
right to force people to wear them anyhow.

UNLOCKED -- Masks Don't Work. Obviously.
"Our main finding is that mask mandates and use are not associated with 
lower SARS-CoV-2 spread among US states."

getrevue.co

7:17 PM · Jul 21, 2021

90 See the latest COVID-19 information on Twitter

@ianmSC has a nearly unlimited collection of comparisons like this: 

IM
@ianmSC

Which one of these curves is the location that followed all 
of the rules decreed by The Science™, with 16+ months of 
closures, curfews, capacity limits, and now another mask 
mandate...and which had essentially zero interventions 
whatsoever? 

Wonder how the experts would do!

6:56 PM · Jul 19, 2021
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I was reluctant to make a big deal about masks for a long time. They are not as

devastating as lockdowns, or closed businesses or closed schools. But mask

requirements do have enormous costs. Especially to children.
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Masks don't work. It would be nice if they did, but they don't. It sort of seems

intuitively like maybe they should ... but they don't. Everyone knew it pre-2020. The

evidence is even more conclusive now. It is time to stop pretending.


